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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
Hello,

Well the summer is past and September is
here.  I hope that you all had a good summer.  With
the start of the season the directors are looking
forward to a new programme for our meetings and
we welcome your suggestions.  In October we will
be holding our annual general meeting which means
that it is election time.  We must have eight directors
but can have as many as ten so if you would like to

assist with the running of the club please let me
know.

This past summer was quiet in terms of
communications events but we are hoping this
situation will change next year.  These events are
good practice for emergencies and help to "keep our
hand in it".

I look forward to our coming season and to
seeing you all at the meeting.

 73 de Jim, VE2VE
-...-

Volume 49, Number  1          September  2003

“OPERATING FROM FINLAND BY DON DASHNEY, VE3RM”
Wednesday  24 September   2003

Ragchew and Fleamarket: 19:30
Club meeting: 20:00

St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish Church

4455 West Broadway (corner of Terrebonne) in N.D.G.  - Montreal

Don Dashney, VE3RM, will talk about his  experiences operating from Finland during

the summer of 2002.    Don will provide more details about his trip as a visitor to the

World Radiosport Team Championship in Finland where he joined a group and went to

visit OH6NIO to take part in  the IARU contest. This was followed by a short trip to St.

Petersburg, Russia with a group of 20 hams.  This should be an informative evening

hearing a first hand account of  operating a station from the far  side of Europe.

marcOgram
Official Publication of The Montreal Amateur Radio Club Inc.
Box 53047 - RPO Dorval, Dorval Quebec  H9S 5W4

Membership Renewal Reminder  -  Your membership renewal form is enclosed with this month’s
Marcogram.  Now is the time to return your form and dues to show your support for  M.A.R.C. and

amateur radio.  Thank-you.
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Directors

President: James R. Hay, VE2VE.......................514-697-7205
jrhay@HayA.qc.ca

Vice President: Steven Faguy, VA2SMF                     va2smf@rac.ca
Secretary: Sheldon Werner, VA2SH
Treasurer: Vernon Ikeda, VE2MBS....................514-684-7944

ve2mbs@rac.ca

Directors: Don Dashney, VE3RM/VE2SH.........613-675-4715
dash@hawk.igs.net
Paul MacDougall, VA2YQ
Earl Paris, VE2ESP...........................514-524-4633
Dave Melanson, VE2MPD

Club Call Sign:   VE2ARC
Club Website:    http://www.marc.qc.ca                                                                

Repeaters
VE2BG 147.06 MHz (+)

Owned and operated by the Montreal Amateur Radio Club.  Located on the Pointe Claire
water tower.

VE2RED      147.27 MHz (+)
Owned and operated by the Montreal Amateur Radio Club.  Located near Decarie and
Cote St. Luc Road.

VE2RJS                     449.975 MHz (-)
Owned  by the Montreal Amateur Radio Club and operated by the Cote St Luc Amateur
Radio Association.  Located near Decarie and Cote St. Luc Road.

The repeaters are open to all amateurs and VE2RED also offers a phone patch available
to all amateurs during the day and evening.

The MarcOgram           is published nine times per year on the
second to last Wednesday of September through June,
excepting December by the Montreal Amateur Radio Club.
Advertising and copy deadline is one week prior to
publication.

Editor:
 Craig Brander, VE2YGK   craigyul@total.net  514-488-5109

Annual fees are:
General Members ... ... $23.00
Associate Members ... ... $23.00
White Cane Members... ... ... $10.00
Family Members (per family) ... $30.00

The membership year runs from September 1 to August 31.
Memberships received on or after June 1 commence
immediately and extend through the subsequent membership
year - covering a period of up to fifteen months.

Articles published in the MarcOgram may be reproduced
providing credit is given to the original author and the
Montreal Amateur Radio Club as the source.

The opinions expressed herein are, unless otherwise stated,
solely those of the authors concerned, and not those of the
Club, the Directors or members and do not represent the
policy of the Club.

Meetings of the Board of Directors

Meetings of the Board of Directors are open to any member to attend.
Board meetings are held the first Wednesday of the month (Sept. to June) at
7:30 PM at the Montreal Association for the Blind, 7000 Sherbrooke St
West.  Should you wish to attend one of the meetings you are welcome.  Just
speak to one of the directors before-hand to make certain that the meeting
has neither been cancelled, nor  the location changed.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY

Montreal 911 Centre .............. 514-280-2121
Laval 911 Centre ...............450-662-4240
Longueuil 911 Centre ...............450-646-8570
Sûreté du Québec ...............       310-4141
Kahnawake Peace Keepers     450-632-6505

These numbers are for emergencies ONLY

Club Activities
Monthly Meetings

 24 September 2003 - Don Dashney, VE3RM on operating
from Finland.

29 October 2003 - Annual General Meeting
26 November 2003 - TBA

Radio Classes

Each year the MARC holds a basic radio course.  Plans
are underway to start the next session in January 2004.

We will have more details latter in the fall.  For more in-
formation or if you know of any potential candidates 

please contact Jim Hay for Vern Ikeda.

MARC Hamfest

Planning is now underway for next springs hamfest.  The
date is tentatively set for  Saturday, the 17th of April,

2004.  If you want to contribute to the organization or for
more information contact Jim Hay or Vern Ikeda.
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Welcome back to another season of MARC
meetings.  Enclosed with this months newsletter is  your
membership renewal form.  Please remember to return is
promptly or why not come on out to the meeting  to
personally  hand it in.

We have included a number of bulletins from the
RAC, put out over the summer, in this month’s
Marcogram.  If you have not seen them before, please take
the time to read as they will likely be of interest to you.

Here's looking forward to another great year.

73 de Craig, VE2YGK
-...-

CONTEST CALENDAR

More on contests including full rules can be found on the
Internet. Check:

http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/index.html                                                                                
 This site has concise rules etc., for the current week's
contests.

  September 2003

ARRL 10 GHz Cumulative Contest             0600 local - 2400 local Sep 20
                                                      and   0600 local - 2400 local Sep 21
SARL VHF/UHF Contest 1000Z                             Sep 20 - 1000Z Sep 21
Scandinavian Activity Contest CW               1200Z Sep 20 - 1200Z Sep 21
Collegiate QSO Party                                 1200Z Sep 20 - 0400Z Sep 21
Panama Anniversary Contest                                 1200Z - 2359Z Sep 21
CQ/RJ Worldwide DX Contest RTTY            0000Z Sep 27 - 2400Z Sep 28
Scandinavian Activity Contest SSB              1200Z Sep 27 - 1200Z Sep 28
Texas QSO Party                                       1400Z Sep 27 - 0200Z Sep 28
                                                                   and  1400Z - 2000Z Sep 28
Alabama QSO Party                                              1800Z - 2400Z Sep 27

 October, 2003

SARL 80-Meter QSO Party                                       1700Z - 2000Z Oct 2
TARA PSK31 Rumble                                              0000Z - 2400Z Oct 4
Oceania DX Contest Phone                             0800Z Oct 4 - 0800Z Oct 5
EU Autumn Sprint SSB                                            1500Z - 1859Z Oct 4
California QSO Party                                      1600Z Oct 4 - 2200Z Oct 5
QCWA QSO Party                                          1800Z Oct 4 - 1800Z Oct 5
RSGB 21/28 MHz Contest SSB                                 0700Z - 1900Z Oct 5
YLRL Anniversary Party CW                          1400Z Oct 8 - 0200Z Oct 10
10-10 Day Sprint                                                   0001Z - 2400Z Oct 10
Oceania DX Contest CW 0800Z                              Oct 11 - 0800Z Oct 12
EU Autumn Sprint CW                                            1500Z - 1859Z Oct 11
Pennsylvania QSO Party                                1600Z Oct 11 - 0500Z Oct 12
                                                                   and   1300Z - 2200Z Oct 12
FISTS Fall Sprint                                                    1700Z - 2100Z Oct 11
North American Sprint RTTY                                  0000Z - 0400Z Oct 12
YLRL Anniversary Party SSB                        1400Z Oct 15 - 0200Z Oct 17

JARTS WW RTTY Contest                           0000Z Oct 18 - 2400Z Oct 19
ARCI Fall QSO Party                                   1200Z Oct 18 - 2400Z Oct 19
Worked All Germany Contest                      1500Z Oct 18 - 1459Z Oct 19
W/VE Islands QSO Party                             1600Z Oct 18 - 2359Z Oct 19
Asia-Pacific Sprint CW                                           0000Z - 0200Z Oct 19
RSGB 21/28 MHz Contest CW                                0700Z - 1900Z Oct 19
Illinois QSO Party                                       1800Z Oct 19 - 0200Z Oct 20
CQ Worldwide DX Contest SSB                    0000Z Oct 25 - 2400Z Oct 26
10-10 Int. Fall Contest CW 0001Z                         Oct 25 - 2400Z Oct 26

 -...-

COMING EVENTS
For up to date Canadian Fleamarket listings,

please check the Radio Amateurs of Canada site at:
 http://rac.eton.ca/                              

or for up to date American listings, go to the American
Radio Relay League Hamfest website at:

http://www.arrl.org/hamfest.html                                                      

   2003 Hamfests

SEPT 21                                                       London ON
On Sunday, September 21, the London Amateur Radio
Club 2003 Fleamarket at the Western Fair Grounds,
Special Events Building, London Ontario.
Vendors    07h30 - Public 09h00 to 13h00
Admission: General Admission $6.00 - Tables $10.00 /
Talk-in     VA3LON 147.060 (+) ctcss 114.8
Information: Jeff Peacock, VE3IOS at 519-294-6623 or
via E-mail  at:

ve3ios@servers.ca
Web page:

http://www.boomspeed.com/dogxray/larc.html                                                                           

SEPT 27                                          Drummondville QC
On Saturday, September 27, the 14th Annual Hamfest
Centre du Québec at College St. Bernard, 25 Avenue des
Freres, Drummondville, QC.

Web Page:
http://www.9bit.qc.ca/~ve2crd/hamfest.html                                                                       

OCT 18                                                            Ancaster ON
On Saturday, October 18 the Hamilton Amateur Radio
Club Hamfest 2003 at Merritt Hall (Ancaster Fair
Grounds) on Highway 53 (Garner Road)between
Southcote Road and Kittymurry Lane, Ancaster, Ontario
Vendors 07h00 - General Admission 09h00 to noon /
Tables  $10.00
General Admission $6.00     Talk-in: VE3NCF 146.760 (-)
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Reservations: Mardy (905)-648-0187 or via e-mail at:
ve3dc@rac.ca
   Web page:

http://www.hwcn.org/link/radio                                                   

OCT 18                                                        Greenwood NS
On Saturday, October 18 the Annual Greenwood (N.S.) Flea
Market at the 14 Wing Community Centre, Church Street,
Greenwood, N.S.
Vendors 08h00 - General Admission 10h00 to 14h00 with an
Admission of  $2.00.     Tables - no charge
Talk-in#058; VE1WN 147.240 (+)
Reservations: Guy Campbell, VE1NC at 902-825-6151 or
via E-mail  at:

ve1nc@rac.ca

OCT 25                                                         Longueuil QC
On Saturday, October 25 the Hamfest de Rive-sud de
Montréal, at Place Desaulniers, 1023, Blvd Taschereau,
Longueuil, QC
Vendors 06h00 - General Admission 09h00 - 15h00 Talk-in:
VE2RSM   145.390 (-)

   E-mail: hamfest@ve2clm.ca
   Web page:

http://www.ve2clm.ca/hamfesta.htm                                                          

NOV 01                                                          Markham ON
On Saturday, November 1 the 27th Annual York Region
Hamfest at the Markham Fairgrounds, McCowan Road at
Elgin Mills Road East, Markham, Ontario
Vendors General Admission at 09h00
Admission and Vendor Tables - see web page for more
information.
Vendor Information: Tables are available by Mail only and
payment must accompany your registration  No bookings
will be taken by E-Mail, Phone, over the air or via Packet.
Tables will be reserved  only if pre-payment is received.
Talk-in: VE3YRA 145.350 (-)
Information/Reservations: The York Region Amateur Radio
Club, P.O. Box 28590, Aurora, Ontario, L4G 6S6

   Web Page:
http:://www.yrarc.on.ca/hamfest                                                     

   73 de Vernon Erle Ikeda, VE2MBS
© 2003 - Vernon Erle Ikeda

-...-

THE MORSE CODE DECISION
SOME FACTORS WORTH CONSIDERING

BY KEN PULFER, VE3PU
VP INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
RADIO AMATEURS OF CANADA

NOTE:   Thanks very much to Ken Pulfer for letting me
reproduce it for the bulletin and the M.A.R.C. News web
page.

  73 de Vernon Erle Ikeda, VE2MBS

     Introduction

Following the revisions to the international radio
regulations at   the recent World Radio Conference,  it now
seems almost inevitable  that most countries will decide to
drop Morse code testing for  access to the HF bands.  Some
of the reasons why attitudes are changing are explained in the
background section below.
   What should we do in Canada?  The decision to
change our examination requirements in Canada is for the
government regulator Industry Canada to make.  To help
Industry Canada decide, we are each being asked to express
our views on the retention or discontinuation of Morse code
as a proficiency requirement for HF  operation in Canada.
   We are a sovereign country, and can decide
whatever we want in terms of qualifications of our Radio
Amateurs, but we do have to live in the world amateur radio
community, and we ignore the actions of other countries at
our peril.  Opinions on the subject
can be quite emotional,  so before we jump to a quick
decision, lets look at some of the possible consequences of
changing the testing requirements here in Canada.
   And, lets not forget that we are talking about
regulations, not an operating mode.  Amateurs around the
world will continue to use cw on HF for many years to come,
regardless of what the testing  requirements are.

 Background

     The purpose of the International Telecommunications
Union Radio Regulations is to deal with the potential
problem of spectrum users in one country interfering with
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users in another country.  Such international interference can
take place in three important situations.
   The first is when a low orbit satellite that covers the
globe, or  a geo-stationary satellite whose antenna pattern
covers many countries, interferes with, or is subject to
unintentional    interference from, one or more ground
stations in countries other    than the country of origin.
Clearly there is a need for    coordination of frequencies and
power levels to prevent this from   happening.  Each country
therefore becomes responsible for    implementing the
international regulations for satellites or ground    stations
originating in its territory.
   The second situation occurs at HF frequencies,
where long-range propagation is possible, and transmitters in
one country can  interfere with receivers in another.  Once
again, the ITU  regulations impose on the local regulatory
authority the    responsibility of putting domestic regulations
into effect to    prevent interference in either of these two
situations.
   (A third situation, where line of sight interference
takes place in proximity to the border between adjacent
countries is normally covered by bilateral agreements, and is
not subject to ITU regulations.)
  The original purpose of the international regulation
requiring Morse code for amateur operators, was to ensure
that a radio amateur would understand instructions given in
Morse code by government shore stations, and therefore
avoid interference with marine shipping.  (In the beginning
transmissions were by    spark, which was inherently
broadband, so effectively all stations   were on the same
wavelength.  Later, and for some time, there were   no clearly
defined worldwide frequency allocations at HF for
amateurs).

Nowadays, the ability to read and send Morse code
has little or no relevance to the likelihood of causing
international   interference, nor does it make a significant
contribution to the    training of commercial or military radio
operators, as most other    services have already discontinued
the use of Morse code.   Therefore the member countries in
the ITU have just voted to drop   Morse code proficiency as
an international treaty requirement for   amateurs operating
in the HF bands.
   Over the past 80 years or so, the amateur community
has come to  regard Morse as a means of filtering candidates,
so that only those who were willing to make the effort to
learn Morse code were rewarded with the privilege of using
the HF bands.  However, that was not the intent of the
regulation, and a much more effective   means of ensuring a
minimum of international HF interference is to   ensure
adequate knowledge of radio theory, good operating
practices, and long range HF propagation.  For this reason,

national regulators such as Industry Canada, have little
regard for arguments about the need for Morse code testing
as a filter for candidates wishing to operate on HF.
   So, as an alternative to Morse, why don't we just
make the exams  harder, or require a more advanced level of
knowledge to access the HF bands?  We could set a standard
such that our HF operators would be the select few who
really knew what they were doing on the air!!  Sounds pretty
good, but before we rush off and make such a policy
decision, we should look at the consequences.

   Reciprocal Operating Agreements and International
Permits

These days, a lot of amateurs travel outside their
own   countries, and many enjoy operating abroad.  To avoid
having to   qualify for a foreign call sign by passing national
examinations, or having to write to foreign governments
months in advance to get permission to operate, many
countries have signed international agreements giving their
radio amateurs reciprocal operating privileges in other
countries.  By far the most   successful of these has been the
CEPT agreement, which allows operation in any one of
dozens of countries, primarily in Europe, by simply carrying
ones certificate and an inexpensive permit.  The International
Amateur Radio Permit developed by countries in ITU Region
2 (the Americas) has been less successful, and recently a
decision has been taken to merge the two agreements.
   The basis of reciprocal agreements is that each
country accepts a commonly agreed set of standard
qualifications for access to operating privileges.  If one
country sets up different domestic qualification standards, it
may exclude itself from such   agreements.
   If we go our own way with the Morse code issue in
Canada, we may be excluded from the CEPT and IARP
agreements, and of even more widespread concern, from the
Canada / US bilateral agreement.

Canada / USA reciprocal operating agreement

The bilateral reciprocal operating agreement
between Canada and  the USA which has been in force since
1952.  This agreement allows Canadians to operate in the
USA, with full HF privileges if they currently have the 5
wpm Certificate.  NO advance notice is required, and it is not
necessary to check in with the regulatory authorities.
   We had a difficult situation with the Canada / US
reciprocal operating agreement some time ago, when the
USA allowed access to the HF bands with 5 wpm Morse,
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and Canada still required 12 wpm.  The reciprocal agreement
was in trouble because many US amateurs with HF
privileges in the USA, were, by our rules, not allowed to
operate HF in Canada.  That could have excluded thousands
of US visitors, including many who owned, and paid
Canadian taxes on land  and vacation properties here, and
we, in turn, were in danger of losing our privilege of
operating south of the border.
   Whatever we decide, it is very important that we
take into   account what happens in the USA.  Unfortunately,
it may be some   time before the FCC arrives at a decision as
to what to do there.

 Possible Policy Decisions

* 1. Retain the Morse code Qualification - Canada could
decide to        retain Morse code testing for access to the HF
bands, and   forget about reciprocal operating agreements.
This has the advantage of simplicity, but it would certainly
make operating outside Canada, or foreign operation in
Canada, much more problematic.

* 2. Replace the Morse Qualification with the Advanced
Qualification for those who wish to operate in the HF bands
-   Since 2001, our Basic Qualification examination covers
all the regulatory, operation and propagation topics
necessary to                     avoid international interference,
according to the ITU        recommendations.  Many Canadian
amateurs do not realize the major changes that took place in
2001 to enlarge the        examinations with many more
questions added on regulations and  operating.  (See RIC-3,
RIC-7 and RIC-8)  Our Advanced  Qualification
examination currently has no questions on regulations or
operation.  It is a technical examination to enable radio
amateurs to safely build and operate home built transmitting
equipment that will not cause interference, and to operate
transmitters and amplifiers at high power levels. The same
applies to the construction, installation and maintenance of
repeater stations and those stations using remote control.
The current Canada / US and CEPT agreements provide for
two  classes of operators, those who can operate on all
bands, and  those limited to operation above 30 MHz.  The
distinction is based on the old international requirement for
Morse testing.  Whether an applicant has passed a Basic or
an Advanced exam is       not important,  since this has
nothing to do with international  interference.  The idea that
Canada would now use the Advanced exam as a new barrier
to HF operation would not be accepted  internationally, and
would encounter resistance in Industry Canada as well.

* 3. Make our Basic Exam More Difficult - Seen from the
point of  view of government, the Amateur Service, far from
being simply a hobby or privilege, is considered to be a
benefit to society  in a number of ways.  It helps in times of
natural disaster, it   provides a free means of introducing and
training young people in science and technology,  and it
contributes in various ways    to advancement in technology.
For these reasons, radio amateurs are allowed access to
about 10% of the very valuable spectrum used for
radiocommunication. Most governments therefore do not
want to limit the number of amateurs.  On the contrary,  they
want to have the maximum number of amateurs as    long as
they don't cause interference to others.  For this  reason,
Industry Canada would oppose a proposal to increase the
difficulty of the Basic examination.

Here are some possibilities that will not have
international implications, and that could, to some extent, act
as a replacement  for Morse testing.

1. Increase the pass level on the Basic exam for access to
HF. Someone has suggested that an 80% score be required
before HF    operation would be allowed.  Those achieving
only the current pass  level of 60% would be allowed to
operate only on the bands above 30  MHz.
   This seems to satisfy all of the above concerns,
although there may be a need for some renegotiation of
reciprocal agreements depending upon the decisions taken by
other countries.  This change would not represent a large
increase in administrative overhead for our Accredited
Examiners, or for the Industry Canada Radio Inspectors or
administrators. Alone, it may not be the best  solution for the
Amateur Service in the long run.

2. We could expand the Basic question bank to improve
those    aspects which impact on a candidates ability to
understand and  avoid causing interference, (particularly the
interference which    might be caused by the variety and
complexity of new digital and spread spectrum modes
coming into use).

While this would not make the examination more
difficult, it    would result in an examination covering a
broader scope.  A    graduate of this expanded examination
should be more prepared to   deal with the realities of
amateur radio operation, including    HF, in the 21st century.
By way of explanation, since 1990, the    Canadian amateur
radio examination curriculum has remained    constant.
However, the relevance and variety of questions covered  in
the question banks was increased in 2001, as a result of
converting the questions to a structured examination syllabus
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enabling the automatic computer generation of examinations.
(See    Industry Canada RIC-3 for details).
   Either or both of these options could be implemented
with    positive results for the Amateur Service.
   Unfortunately neither solution can be applied to
improve    on-the-air operating practices of those who
currently hold certificates.  One can only hope that the
convenience of computerized testing and the easy availability
of study material might encourage many amateurs to
voluntarily study and take new tests to re-qualify,  with
improved on-air operation.

—...-

RAC BULLETIN 03-023E
E-TOWN HALL ON NATIONAL ANTENNA

TOWER POLICY REVIEW

The Townsend Committee conducting the National
Antenna Tower Policy Review under contract to Industry
Canada has established an E-Town Hall Website where
interested parties may record their views, comment on other
views and make formal submissions.  The  website will be
available 3 September to 10 October.
 Amateurs wishing to join the E-Town Hall and
comment on tower issues should go to

http://www.antennareview.ca                                                

This address provides access to both English and
French language pages. Amateurs desiring to contribute or
comment are urged to ensure that  their remarks are clear,
concise, factual and courteous.
   

RAC is preparing a response to the Townsend
Committee that will be submitted directly to the Committee;
it is also responding as part of the submission being prepared
by the Radio Advisory Board of Canada.

   Comments to: rachq@rac.ca

—...-

RAC BULLETIN 03-015E
WRC-2003 REVISES CALL SIGN FORMATION

Dated Sun, 06 Jul 2003

 At World Radiocommunication Conference 2003
held in Geneva, Switzerland, 9 June to 4 July, 2003, two
principal revisions were made to the ITU Radio Regulations
concerning the formation of call signs in the Amateur
Services.
   The prohibition against prefixes of amateur station
call signs commencing with a digit when the second
character is the letter O or the letter I, has been removed.
This has little direct impact for Canadian amateurs but will
provide additional prefix options and greater flexibility for
administrations assigned prefixes beginning with a digit
followed by a letter.  Thus 7O7 is now a  legitimate amateur
radio prefix.
   Of more direct interest to Canadian amateurs is the
fact that, provided Industry Canada approves, call signs may
now be formed with a group of four characters (suffix), of
which the last must be a letter, following the national
identifier.  Thus call signs such as VE5RCMP, VE3IARU,
VE3P27U and VE200AA now will be permitted.
   RAC representatives in the negotiations were RAC
Vice-president Regulatory Affairs, Jim Dean, VE3IQ,  on
the Canadian delegation, and RAC Vice-president
Government and International Affairs, Ken Pulfer, VE3PU,
who attended as a member of the IARU team.  The
leadership and support provided by the Canadian
delegation headed by Industry Canada, was outstanding and
instrumental in the success achieved.

 Comments to: rachq@rac.ca

—...-

RAC BULLETIN 03-016E
AMATEURS MAKE GAINS ON 40 METRES

AT WRC-2003

   Dated Sun, 6 Jul 2003

     The Amateur Service made significant gains at
WRC-2003 (Geneva, Switzerland, 9 June to 4 July, 2003) in
its quest for increased global allocations and a shift of the
Broadcasting Service out of the 40 metre band.  The
Amateur Service sought to regain the band's 1939 status of
an exclusive allocation of 300 kHz worldwide, free from the
present interference of broadcasters in Europe and Asia.
With six options on the table at the onset of the    conference,
it was quickly evident that the negotiations would be very
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difficult and success could be achieved only through
compromise.

Very intense negotiations lasted right until the
second last day of the four-week conference, but when the
dust had settled, it had  been agreed that on 29 March,
2009, amateurs in Asia, Europe and Africa will gain
access to 7100 to 7200 kHz and the incumbent
broadcasters will have moved higher in frequency and out
of that portion of 40 metres.  Amateurs in the Americas
retain their allocations but will then have 200 kHz free
from Broadcast interference.
   The Amateur Service was the only Service to gain
an HF allocation at WRC-2003.  Gaining spectrum
through a move of the powerful, well-entrenched
Broadcast Service was a historic first. 

RAC representatives in the negotiations were
RAC Vice-president Regulatory Affairs, Jim Dean,
VE3IQ,  on the Canadian delegation, and RAC Vice-
president Government and International Affairs, Ken
Pulfer, VE3PU, who attended as a member of the IARU
team.  The leadership and support provided by the
Canadian delegation headed by Industry Canada, was
outstanding and instrumental in the success achieved.

Comments to: rachq@rac.ca

 -...-

RAC BULLETIN 03-017E
 WRC-2003 DROPS

MORSE REQUIREMENT

The World Radiocommunication Conference
(WRC-2003) held in Geneva, Switzerland, 9 June to 4
July, 2003, has dropped the Morse code examination
requirement for radio amateurs.  In the face of   pressure
by some administrations to retain Morse testing, the
conference decided to keep Morse as a recommended
amateur qualification, but that it would be up to individual
administrations whether or not they retain a Morse
examination requirement.  The dropping of Morse testing
was one of a number of  changes to Article 25 of the Radio
Regulations that will take  effect on Saturday, 5 July.

This change does not mean that Industry Canada
will automatically or immediately drop Morse testing.
Industry Canada will likely want to determine the wishes
of Canadian radio amateurs and will have to determine

what Canadian regulatory changes, if any, first will be
necessary. Radio Amateurs of Canada has already
commenced discussions with Industry Canada on the
future of Morse testing in the meetings of the Canadian
Amateur Radio Advisory Board (CARAB).
   RAC Vice-president Regulatory Affairs, Jim
Dean, VE3IQ, the amateur radio member on the Canadian
delegation, participated in the review of the radio
regulations pertaining to the Amateur Service.

 Comments to: rachq@rac.ca

 -...-

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
BLAINVILLE CARRIAGE DRIVING EVENT

JUNE 21, 2003

VE2LZR Communications Group

On Saturday, June 21, these amateurs from the
Groupe Radio Secours (Club Radio Amateur Laval-
Laurentides) - VA2GRS, Montreal Amateur Radio Club -
VE2ARC, West Island Amateur Radio Club -  VE2CWI
and the Covey Hill Amateur Radio Club - VE2CYH
provided communications for the 2003 edition of the
Blainville Carriage Driving Event.  Thanks to the
following who helped with this this event:

     * VE2EXC Ken
     * VA2MEG Michel

     * VE2SJA Ray
     * VA2ZUT Elizabeth
     * VA2HEB Martin

     * VE2AAY Francois
     * VE2DXA Margaret

     * VE2EXX Gillian
     * VA2KSH Luc

     * VE2ION Jeannot
     * VA2MAP Rejean
     * VE2JMD Michel
     * VE2RAH Richard

     * VE2VE Jim
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NOTICE OF  MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of
the Montreal Amateur Radio Club, Inc. will be held on
Wednesday, October 29th, 2003 at eight o’clock in the
evening at the St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish Church, 4455
West Broadway (corner of Terrebonne) in N.D.G.,
Montreal
The meeting is called to
- Receive and if thought fit, approve the reports of the
officers,
- Receive, and if thought fit, approve the report of the
auditor,
- Elect a President and elect other executive positions for
the ensuing year,
- Elect the remaining Board of Directors for the ensuing
year,
- Transact such other business as may properly come
before the meeting.

Given at Montreal this  11th day of September, 2003.

(sgd) Sheldon Werner
Sheldon Werner, VA2SH
Secretary.

SILENT KEY -
ERIC WALTER BROWNING,VE2ER

.

  I am sad to report the passing of Eric Browning,
VE2ER on Tuesday, July 8, 2003 at the Charles Le
Moyne Hospital in Greenfield Park, Quebec.  A private
family service has already been held.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the
membership of the Montreal Amateur Radio Club, I
would like to pass condolences to Eric's family.

  Thanks to Martin Hornstein, VE2MH, Daniel
Drolc, VE2ZC and  Sheldon Harvey, VE2SHW.

73 de Vernon E. Ikeda, VE2MBS

...-.-

     * VE2SMF Steven
     * VA2LLS Luc
     * VE2JTV Jean

     * VA2JLH Jean-Louis
     * VE2DC Mel

     * VA2GPA Pierre-Alain
     * VE2MBS Vernon

     * VA2JPY Jean Pierre
     * VE2QXP Stan

     * VE2PI Jim
     * VA2DWD Don
     * VE2PCM Denis

73 de  Vernon Erle Ikeda, VE2MBS
  -...-

CORRECTION
In the last Marcogram, Paul  MacDougall, VA2YQ was
mistakenly referred to as Paul MacGougall and VE2YQ,
in the article about Lloyd Guenette.   The editor apoligizes
any inconvenience and regrets  the errors.

-...-

CLASSIFIED

DEADLINE for classified ads is the second Wednesday
before the monthly meeting.

.-.-.



,

ITELEPHONE 

or/au FAX: 450-671-3773
TOLL FREE / SANS FRAIS

1-800-463-3773

HEURES D' OUVERTURE/BUSINESS HOURS
LUND I AU SAMEDI -10hOO a 17hOO

MONDAY TO SATURDAY -lOAM to 5 PMSheldon Harvey, Prop.

E-MAIL:

radiohf@total.net
P.O. BOX 67063-LEMOYNEST. 
LAMBERT, QUEBEC J4R 2T8

WEB: 

www.total.net/-radiohf

SHORTWAVE & AM/FM RADIOS
RADIOS ONDES COURTES & AK/FM

A.O.R., BAYGEN, DRAKE, GENERAL ELECTRIC, GRUNDIG, ICOH, KENWOOD,
LOWE, SANGEAN, SONY, SUN-HATE, YAESU

SCANNERS / BALAYEURS D' aNDESA.O.R., 
ALINCO, ICOM, RELM, UNIDEN/BEARCAT, WELZ, WINRADIO,

YUPlTERU

AKA TEUR RAD I 0 / RAD I 0 -AHA TEUR
A.D.I., ALINCO, CHEROKEE, ICOH, KENWOOD, KAHA-REXON, YAESU

CITIZENS BAND (CB) / BANDE PUBLIQUE (CB)
ASTATIC, CHEROKEE, COBRA, K40, KACO, MAXON, MIDLAND,

PARADYNAKICS, RANGER, ROAD NOISE, SHAKESPEARE, SOLARCON/ANTRON,
UNIDEN, VALOR, WILSON, WORKMAN

FAMILY RADIO SERVICE (FRS)
DISPOSITIFS RADIO DOHESTIQUES (DRD)

CHEROKEE, COBRA, ICOH, KENWOOD, MAXON, MIDLAND, MOTOROLA, UNIDEN

ANTENNAS / ANTENNES
ALPHA DELTA, ANTENNA SUPERMARKET, COMET, CREATE, CUSHCRAFT,

DIAMOND, HUSTLER, L.F. ENGINEERING, LARSEN, HFJ, OUTBACKER,
SCANKASTER, TELEX HYGAIN, VALOR/PRO-AM, VAN GORDEN, WORKMAN

SPECIALTY PRODUCTS / PRODUITS SPECIALISES
ADVANCED BATTERY SYSTEMS (PERIPHEX), AHERITRON, ASTRON, BENCHER,
DAIWA, D.C.I., HElL, KANTRONICS, KIWA ELECTRONICS, KAHA, KFJ,

MIRAGE, NYE VIKING, OPTOELECTRONICS, PALOMAR ENGINEERS, PALSTAR,
PREMIER, RF CONCEPTS, R.F. SYSTEMS, RAMSEY KITS, S.G.C.,

TlKEWAVE, UNADILLA, UNIVERSAL, VECTRONICS, VIBROPLEX

PUBLICATIONS / PUBLICATIONS
A.R.R.L., ARROWHEAD, ARTSCI, BAYLIN PUBLICATIONS, BILLBOARD

(WRTH), CQ, CRB, ANDRE GUEVIN, HARUTEQ, HIGHTEXT, IBS (PASSPORT),
KLINGENFUSS, LOOKPANICS, NATIONAL RADIO CLUB, RSGB, RADIO AMATEUR

CALLBOOK, RADIO AMATEURS OF CANADA, RADIO AKATEURS DU QUEBEC,
SCHIFFER BOOKS, SONORAN, TAB, TIARE, UNIVERSAL RADIO


