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Next meeting - Wednesday 30 April 2008

Ragchew and Fleamarket: 19:30, Club meeting: 20:00
Marconi Station YXQ, a presentation by Kieren O’Carroll, VR2XBM

St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish Church
4455 West Broadway (corner of Terrebonne) in N.D.G. - Montreal

(Please enter by the back door)

YES,
it’s still our 75th
Anniversary Year

It looks like the MARC ham-
fest was a success and a fun
place to be.

(See page 9 for more pictures taken by Vern lkeda, VE2MBS)
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Hello,

There can be no doubt that spring is on
its way! Not only have the

snowbanks diminished in size but I
have even seen the odd blade of grass.

More significantly for the club is that
we have held our annual flea

market and I wish to thank all of those
who helped make it a success.

Most important are those who came to
meet friends and acquire new goodies.
I did see a number of items going
home with happy new owners. The
vendors

are also important and I received fa-
vourable comments from those to
whom I

spoke.

We were fortunate to have the local
Kenwood distributor present. Digital
Radio was a welcome addition and I
also wish to thank them for the
donation of two Kenwood baseball
hats for door prizes.

While better weather is on its way we
still have another meeting coming up
and this will be another which I am
particularly looking forward to as it
relates to some of the pioneering his-
tory of radio and is particularly
fitting as we ar in the final stretch of
our 75th. anniversary season.

Again thank you to all who helped
make the flea market successful and 1
look forward to seeing you all at the
meeting.

73 de Jim.

President: James R. Hay, VE2VE

514-697-7205

irhay@HayA.qc.ca

Vice President: V Sheldon Werner,
VA2SH

sheldonm.werner@mac.com

Secretary: Bob Paknys, VE2]JBP
ve2jbp@rac.ca

Treasurer: Vernon Ikeda, VE2MBS
514-684-7944
ve2mbs@rac.ca

Directors:

Craig Brander, VE2YGK
craigyul@total.net
Earl Paris, VE2ESP 514-524-4633
Nicholas Kalantzis, VE2WPT

ve2wpt@videotron.ca
Steven Fell, VE2SWC

ve2swc@marc.ca
Ron Campbell, VA2RJC

vazric@videotron.ca
Paul MacDougall, VA2YQ

mapletree@vdn.ca

Club Call Sign: VE2ARC
Club Website: http://www.marc.qc.ca

Club Email: ve2arc@rac.ca
Repeaters
VE2BG 147.06 MHz (+)

Owned and operated by Montreal
Amateur Radio Club. Located on the Point
Claire water tower.

VE2RED 147.27 MHz (+)

Owned and operated by the Montreal
Amateur radio Club.

VE2R]S 449.975 MHz (-)

Owned by the Montreal Amateur Radio
Club and operated by the Cote St. Luc
Amateur radio Association.

Meetings of the Board of Directors are
open to any member to attend. Board
meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of the month (Sept. to
June) at 7:30 PM at the Montreal
Association for the Blind, 7000
Sherbrooke St. West.

Should you wish to attend one of the
meetings you are welcome. Just speak
to one of the directors before-hand to

make certain that the meeting has
neither been cancelled, nor the
location changed.

The MarcOgram is published nine
times per year on the second to last
Wednesday of September through
June, exceKting ecember, by the
Montreal Amateur radio Club.
Advertising and copy deadline is one
week prior to publication.

Ron Campbell, VA2R]C
va2rjc@videotron.ca

Tel: 514-767-2804

Annual Fees are:
GeneralMembers... $25.00
Associate Members $25.00
White cane members  $15.00
Family members (per family) $30.00

The membership year runs from
September 1 to August 31.
Membership received on or after June
1 commences immediately and
extends through the subsequent
membership year - covering a period
of up to fifteen months.

Articles published in the MarcOgram
may be reﬁ)roduced provided credit is
iven to the original author and the

ontreal Amateur radio club.

The opinions expressed herein are,
unless otherwise stated, solely those of
the authors concerned, and not those
of the Club, the Directors or members
and do not represent the policy of the

Club.

Club meetings are held on the last
Wednesday of the month. The meet-
ings will be held in the Lounge which
is the rearmost door on the South side
of the building unless we have reason
to hold it in the Parish Hall which is
the first door on the South side of the
building. An informal flea-market and
ragchew session starts at 19:30 with
the formal meeting starting at 20:00.
STM buses 51, 162, and 105 stop

nearby.

The 2008 St. Patrick’s Parade was it’s
usual noisy-festive event however, this

marcOgram - April 2008


mailto:jrhay@HayA.qc.ca
mailto:jrhay@HayA.qc.ca
mailto:sheldonm.werner@mac.com
mailto:sheldonm.werner@mac.com
mailto:ve2jbp@rac.ca
mailto:ve2jbp@rac.ca
mailto:ve2mbs@rac.ca
mailto:ve2mbs@rac.ca
mailto:ve2sh@rac.ca
mailto:ve2sh@rac.ca
mailto:jgrow@sympatico.ca
mailto:jgrow@sympatico.ca
mailto:va2rjc@videotron.ca
mailto:va2rjc@videotron.ca
mailto:mapletree@vdn.ca
mailto:mapletree@vdn.ca
http://www.marc.qc.ca
http://www.marc.qc.ca
mailto:ve2arc@rac.ca
mailto:ve2arc@rac.ca
mailto:va2rjc@videotron.ca
mailto:va2rjc@videotron.ca

The rates are as follows:
Business card $ 5.00 per issue
Half page $12.00 per issue

year there was not a major Ham-team
activity.

Jim Hay VE2VE and Vernon Ike-
da,VE2MBS provided their usual
communications control support with
many thanks to Frank Toronto,
VE2TOR and Steven Faguy, VA2SMF
for their valuable assistance in provid-
ing required information.

First of all, congratulations to Barnaby
- VA2DRB, Ray - VA2RAE, George -
VE2NGH, Keevin - VA2KYH and
Richard - VE2RLW on successfully
passing the Basic Amateur Radio
Exam and becoming licensed Amateur
Radio Operators. The world of fun has
just begun. If you want to try out some
fun then here is something to take no-
tice of:

ZCZC AGOS

OST de WIAW

ARRL Bulletin 5 ARLB005
From ARRL Headquarters
Newington CT March 10, 2008
To all radio amateurs

SB QST ARL ARLBO005
ARLBO005 W1AW 2008 Spring/
Summer Operating Schedule

Morning Schedule:

Time Mode Days

1300 UTC (9 AM ET) CWs Wed, Fri
1300 UTC (9 AM ET) CWT Tue, Thu

Afternoon/Evening Schedule:

2000 UTC (4 PM ET) CWf Mon,
Wed, Fri

2000 " " CWs  Tue, Thu
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75t Anniversary Fundraiser
In order for MARC to reach some of it's goals, the BOD have decided to increase the advertising in the marcOgram newsletter.

Quarter page
Full page

2100 " (§PMET) CWb Daily
2200 " (6 PM ET) RTTY Daily
2300 " (7PMET) CWs Mon,
Wed, Fri

2300 " " CWf  Tue, Thu
0000 " (§PMET) CWb Daily
0100 " (9PMET) RTTY Daily
0145 " (9:45 PM ET) VOICE
Daily

0200 " (10PM ET) CWf Mon,
Wed, Fri

0200 " " CWs  Tue, Thu
0300 " (11 PMET) CWb Daily

Frequencies (MHz)

CW: 1.81753.5815 7.0475 14.0475
18.0975 21.0675 28.0675 147.555
RTTY: - 3.59757.095 14.095
18.1025 21.095 28.095 147.555
VOICE: 1.8553.990 7.290 14.290
18.160 21.390 28.590 147.555

Notes:

CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) =
5,7.5,10, 13 and 15 WPM

CWTf = Morse Code practice (fast) =
35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 and 10 WPM

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT

$ 7.00 per issue
$20.00 per issue

The “Marcogram” from September to May, which is eight issues. This year we added June, which becomes a free month. So
we actually publish nine issues. We have a list distribution of about 200 persons. A business card placed for 8 issues would
only be $ 40.00. We are asking for all members to try and contribute either via a donation, or asking a friend or family who has
a business to place an ad.

CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18
WPM

CW frequencies include code prac-
tices, Qualifying Runs and CW
bulletins.

RTTY = Teleprinter Bulletins = BAU-
DOT (45.45 baud) and AMTOR-FEC
(100 Baud). ASCII (110 Baud) is sent
only as time allows.

That’s it -

Your editor..

Rjcam the Video-n-Podcast Ham,
VA2R

This is the list of new hams and their
call-signs that passed on Saturday,
April 5.

Barnaby James Astles, VA2DRB,
Ray Campeau, VA2RAE,

George Hedrei, VE2NGH,
Keevin C Horne, VA2KYH, and
Richard Lariviere, VE2RLW.

dvcam-ham productions
Ronald J Campbell, VAZRJC

Podcast and Video Production

podcam@gmail.com

htip:ffpodeam.libsyn.com.

Editor - marcOgram

Tel: 514-767-2804




Submissions for entry into
marcOgram

For submissions of text only it is
preferable that you send as a “.txt”
file, however, MS Word is acceptable.

For pictures please use “jpg” format
with maximum size 400 x 240. Where
possible use at least 240 dpi.

For clip art if possible use “gif”.
Maximum size 480 x 340 pix. This will
give a picture size of approximately 8
Kb.

Contact me at:

va2rjc@videotron.ca
Home Tel: 514-767-2804

Congratulations to the five new Ama-
teurs - hope to hear you on the air
soon!!!!

Exam Day

This is to let you know that Hong He,
VA3HHE, XYL of Roberto Rodriguez,
VE3ROR, now has her amateur li-
cense.

Visit the Dayton Hamvention Web
site:

<http://www.hamvention.org/hv2008/ti
ckets/tickets.html> to buy tickets

at the discounted rate. Hotel rooms are
filling up, so don't think twice

-- if you've always wanted to attend
Hamvention and have never had the

Clement "Clem" Dulude, VE2MG/VE2KMX SK

Sadly we must report the sudden passing of Clem Dulude, VE2MG/VE2KMX, on
April 7, 2008. Many will remember Clem from his presence on the local
repeaters whether at home in Montreal or in Northern New York. Our
thoughts go with his many friends and family who will miss him greatly.

Below is the announcement published in the Montreal Gazette.

"DULUDE, Clement G. Passed away suddenly on April 7, 2008. Cherished by
Jean, his daughters Cathy, Lori (Louis Boivin), his sons Clement W.,
Michael, lan, Russell, Dean, Kevin; his grandchildren MMatthew, Michelle,
Christopher, Laura and Kevin, Meggin and Cheyanne. There will be a
graveside service at the Ste-Famille de Boucherville Cemetery on April
11, 2008 at noon.

chance, make this year your year to go.
Hotels in the Dayton area can be
found at the Dayton Montgomery
County Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau Website
<http://www.daytoncvb.com/accommo
dations/>.

Keep updated with ARRL EXPO ac-
tivities on the ARRL Web site
<http://www.arrl.org/expo>

WI1AW TO CELEBRATE WORLD
AMATEUR RADIO DAY AS
NUIAW .

Each year on the anniversary of its
founding, April 18, the

International Amateur Radio Union
(IARU) marks World Amateur Radio
Day
<http://www.iaru.org/rel030418.html>.
On this, the 83rd anniversary of its
inaugural meeting in Paris, the [ARU
dedicates World Amateur Radio Day to
the radio amateurs, educators and ad-
ministrators who use Amateur Radio to
support technology education in the
classroom.

To call attention to the occasion in ad-
vance, ARRL staffers will be
activating WI1AW in the CQ WPX
SSB Contest
<http://www.cqwpx.com> this
weekend (March 29-30) using the
IARU club call sign NUTAW. By
celebrating the event, staffers hope to
provide an opportunity for hams
worldwide to put NUTAW in their
logs, chase the WPX award
<http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com/cq

worldwidewpxawards.html> and learn

about HF propagation as the world
turns through day and night not once,
but twice! Springtime propagation
near the equinox is enhanced on the
HF bands, even during the Solar Cycle
minimum, so it's worth taking a

listen even if the HF bands have been
quiet lately.

This year's theme for World Amateur
Radio Day is "Amateur Radio: A
Foundation of Technical Knowledge."
What better way to express the theme
than by engaging in one of the largest
international radiosporting events.
ARRL Contest Branch Manager Sean
Kutzko, KX9X, said, "If you

haven't tried HF contesting or the
WPX contest, the general format is to
exchange a signal report (a simple '59'
will do nicely) and a serial number
(the number of the contact in the con-
test for you). The contest Web site
spells out the way to compute your
score, but the fun of this contest is to
contact as many different prefixes as
possible. For example, NUIAW counts
as the NUI prefix and KX9X counts as
KX9. If you're new to HF, your prefix
might be one sought after by those
calling CQ! The WPX contest also
features a 'Rookie' category for new
radiosport folk, so be sure to send in
your log as described by the rules --
it's easy!"

World Amateur Radio Day is also an
opportunity for publicizing Amateur
Radio to the interested public that may
not be familiar with ham radio
activities. Radiosport is an excellent
way to introduce our service to
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teachers and students, as well. Com-
petitive activities are an important
focus for students to take the opportu-
nity to ask questions about how
signals get "from here to there" while
watching hams make rapid-fire
contacts around the world or even
making a contact or two themselves,
Kutzko said.

2008-2009 ARRL REPEATER DI-
RECTORIES NOW SHIPPING

With more than 20,000 listings for
VHF/UHF repeaters across the US and
Canada, "The ARRL Repeater Direc-
tory 2008-2009" is a must have. Once
again, the ARRL is offering two sizes
of the "Repeater Directory" -- pocket
size
<http://www.arrl.org/catalog/?item=12
71> and desktop
<http://www.arrl.org/catalog/?item=12
98>.

This year, not only is the pocket-sized
Repeater Directory a half-inch larger
than previous editions, it boasts a
larger font size, making for easier
reading. For the first time ever, this
year's editions feature handy

indexing tabs on the cover, easier to
read listings and a "Key to Repeater
Notes" located right up front in the
Directory.

Order your copy of The ARRL Re-
peater Directory 2008-2009 today at
the ARRL

Online Store

<http://www.arrl.org/catalog/?category
=What's%20New>-

Hams Come to Rescue in Utah:

Eldon Kearl, K70GM, of Fish Haven,
Idaho, was driving in the Logan Can-
yon, Utah area last week when he
came upon a driver who lost control of
her truck in the snow. Her truck fell
more than 100 feet over a cliff, and
two of the three passengers were
thrown from the truck.

Witnesses tried to call for help on their
cell phones, but the closest cell
coverage was more than a 30 minute
drive away. Kearl, however, had a ra-
dio in his car and was able to get a
hold of another ham, Roger Ellis,
KE7HTE, of Logan, Utah. Kearl re-
layed to Ellis information about the
accident scene and Ellis called 911.
First responders were on the scene
within half an hour. Although the
driver and passengers in the truck suf-
fered only minor injuries, a spokesman
for the Utah Highway Patrol said that
if Kearl and Ellis had not responded in
getting help so quickly, the injuries
could have been much worse. As Kearl
said, "It all worked out pretty good."
Kearl and Ellis have never met, but
live relatively close to each other; they
plan on meeting each other in person
soon. -- Information provided by
KSL-TYV, Salt Lake City, Utah

Belgian Satellite to Feature D-
STAR Technology:

Students at the Universite de Liege in
Belgium have built OUFTI-1

J

Justin Grow
Dell 1
Sales & Finance J"\"I’"_."?f'r{'{r-.'f.'Ff.f.fa"l-'g"
Promenacdes St-Bruno

ect Stove, Montreal

justin_grow@dell.com

Regional Sales (
1010 Sherbrooke St W, Suite 720

Montreal, Quebec H3A 2R7

Dell Direct Store: 450.461.9595

Office: 1.800.999.3555 ext 5386
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<http://www.leodium.ulg.ac.be/cmsms
[>, a new Amateur Radio CubeSat fea-

turing D-STAR digital-communication
protocol that is used for control and
telemetry. Amateur Radio operators
from all over the world are able to
listen in on the ONOULG D-STAR
repeater on 70 cm
<http://www.jfindu.net/dstarlh.aspx?rp
tr=ONOULG>; 2 meters will be
operational soon. The objective of this
nanosatellite project is to provide
hands-on experience to students in the
design, construction and control of
complete satellite systems, ultimately
serving as the basis for a variety of
space experiments. The first satellite in
the series, OUFTI-1, is a CubeSat, a
10x10%10 cm cube weighing in at no
more than one kilogram.

Information provided by the OUFTI
Team

Material from The ARRL Letter is
reproduced in part it with permis-
sion. from The ARRL Letter/
American Radio Relay League

New England Amateur Radio Festival
- NEAR-Fest Hamfest and Fleamarket
May 2nd and 3rd, 2008

Location: Deerfield Fairgrounds, Deer-
field, NH, USA GPS coordinates:
N42d 5m 57.4s W71d 14m 33.5s (Lat
43.099286 Lon -71.242663).

Talk-in on K1JEK/RPT 146.700 MHz
(-600 PL 88.5).

Gates open Friday at 9:00 AM. Admis-
sion is $10.00 per person (reduced to
$5.00 after 6:00 AM Saturday) and
$10.00 per vehicle into the flea mar-
ket. ($20.00 for self-propelled RVs,
Motorhomes and large travel trailers).
For directions and more info:
http://www.near-fest.com/

Leo, VE2SI
leo@physics.mcgill.ca
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Emergency Preparedness
Net

—This was forwarded to the the
VE2ARC address from Mike Hickey,
VE3IPC who is the RAC ARES Dis-
trict Emergency Coordinator (DEC)
for Seaway/Capital District.

-- Beginning of Forwarded message --

Hello fellow ARES EC, and to fellow
Amateurs,

I just learned that the Emergency Pre-
paredness Net will take place on Sun-
days on ONTARS NET frequency of
3.755 MHz (Lower SSB) at 14h (2-
PM), begining this Sunday.

Please pass this info on to your group
membership and to others whom you
think might be interested as this is a
good topic of discussion for everyone
(ham and non-ham) regarding - per-
sonal preparedness for the home, dif-
ferent topic each Sunday I'm told.

You may also want to pass this on to
your local AR club.

73 de Mike

Michael Hickey / Callsign VE3IPC
RAC ARES-Ontario [Seaway/Capital]
District Emergency Co-ordinator
(DEC)

613-679-4474 <velipc@aol.com > <
http://www.racaresontario.ca >

MARC Hamfest Door
prize winners

The winners of door prizes today
were:
Radio HF Gift Certificate -
Miss Saint-Frere

Radio HF Gift Certificate
Janunz Jarek, VE2ZHP
Radio HF Gift Certificate -
Zyg Schipper, VA2ZS
RAQI baseball cap -

Mario Torino, VE2TSM
RAQI personalized shirt -

George Hedrei, VE2NGH
Kenwood baseball cap -

John Grow, VE2EQL

Kenwood baseball cap -

Emeril Lavertu, VE2JF

The grand prize was the 2008 ARRL
Antenna Book and hard bound 2008
ARRL handbook which was won by
Stan Patacic, VE2QXP.

Thanks to all of you for helping to
make the day successful. I believe
that Vern will be reporting that we had
a surplus of just over $500 and I

think we can safely plan for next year.
With improved publicity we should

be able to draw a better crowd.

73 de Jim.

HF from Gibraltar
Hello Guys,

I am hoping to get authorization to
operate HF from Gibraltar (ZB2) be-
tween May 9th 2008 and May 23rd
2008 under a still to be defined ZB2
call sign, all this is waiting final ap-
proval from Gibraltar authorities.

Will also be operating during that
same period as VE2DX/EA7 from the
Costa Del Sol region...

Please do look us up on DX clusters
and also on our QRZ.com page where
we will update the planning of the ZB2
and EA7 operations... feel free to pass
along the info as needed to Hams in
your area that may be interested in
ZB2 (Gibraltar) operations.

We should be QRV mainly on 20M
around 14.195Mhz between 12h00Z
till 19h00Z if all goes well, these may
change as plans come along... keep an
eye on our QRZ.com page for VE2DX
where all the info will be kept up to
dated...

Finally please also note that during the
month of April, we will beoperating
VX2DX for the 400th anniversary of
Quebec City.

73

Richard G. Desaulniers, ve2dx
Analyst Technique au Developpement
Technologique, Port de Montréal
Technical Analayst in Technological
Development, Port of Montreal

suite 204

489-5723

STEPHEN PICKFORD --TRAVEL EX-
PERT

Host of The Travel Hour with Stephen
Pickford and Friends (formerly CIQC's
Travel World Radio Show)
--www.stephenpickford.com

Radio Amateur in Bagdad

Under Hussein, there was little free-
dom to 'ham.' Though the situation has
improved, enthusiasts face suspicion
from officials who fear insurgent activ-

1ty.

By Ann M. Simmons, Los Angeles
Times Staff Writer, January 14, 2008

BAGHDAD -- Whenever he gets a
spare moment away from his electron-
ics repair shop, Abdul Karim Hadi
sneaks off to what he calls the "radio
shack" in the corner of his bedroom,
flips a switch and escapes to the out-
side world. Hadi could use the Internet
or a cellphone to connect with friends
near and far, but his choice is decid-
edly more retro.

"With ham radio, you can meet people
around the world," said Hadi, 48, who
has been "hamming" since 1978. "It's
also a hobby you can do on your own.
And once you have your own equip-
ment, it's free." More important, at a
time when most movie theaters and
nightclubs are closed because of secu-
rity concerns, "hamming" is a form of
entertainment that can be pursued at
home.
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That wasn't always the case. Under
Saddam Hussein's rule, ham radio en-
thusiasts had to report to government-
sanctioned clubs, where minders lis-
tened in on their conversations. Since
the dictator's ouster, they have faced
suspicion from both U.S. troops and
the Iraqi government that their trans-
missions are a tool of the insurgency.
Since the U.S.-led invasion in 2003,
fewer than 50 of 150 or so ham radio
enthusiasts who operated primarily in
Baghdad have returned to their sta-
tions, Hadi said. He is among a small
group of people who are trying to re-
vive interest in the hobby and keep it
alive.

"Many hams have not returned, even
though they have a license," Hadi said.
"Some have traveled outside Iraq; oth-
ers are afraid to use their wireless.
They think they will face problems
from the American soldiers or the Iraqi
police. I am trying to tell everyone that
the situation is better now."

Ham radio, also known as amateur
radio, has been used both as recreation
and a public service provider across
the globe since at least the early 1900s.
Operators typically use a transmitter
and receiver to communicate with
other enthusiasts in their home coun-
tries and abroad. They use various
modes of transmission, including
voice, Morse code and now personal
computers.

Electronic mail: info@pretaparty.com
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Voice transmissions continue to be the

most common in Iraq, say local opera-
tors, who must be licensed by their
government and receive a unique "call
sign," to identify themselves on the air.
Hadi's call sign is YI1AK.

During the Hussein years, ham radio
operators could not use their wireless
equipment at home.Saddam would
hang you if you were found with a
transmitter at home," recalled Hadi.
"They thought you were a spy if you
had an antenna."

As is the standard for ham radio opera-
tors worldwide, subjects such as poli-
tics, religion and business deals are off
limits. But during the Hussein era, just
hearing a voice coming over the air-
waves from Europe, Asia, America and
other countries in the Middle East
made Many Iraqi ham radio operators
feel connected; and they considered
themselves members of an exclusive
club.

"We would talk about electronics, sig-
nal strengths, the weather forecast and
personal details, such as your family,"
said Imad Yusef Dahi, 45, call sign
YI1EYT, a ham radio operator since
1992. He has managed to connect with
hams in Germany, France, Russia and

Egypt.

"It's a beautiful hobby," Dahi said.
"You can communicate with people
from all over the world. And you can
talk as long as you want, for free."

And regardless of modern technology,
Dahi and other hams said there was
something special about being able to
send their own signal into the air.

"It's a great feeling when you're using
equipment that you've put together
yourself," said Azhar, 40, a ham radio
operator for 15 years, whose call-sign
is YI1FLY. He was reluctant to give
his last name and was uneasy about
giving details on his hobby for fear
that he might say something that
would get him into trouble.

Hadi understands why such concerns
still exist, despite the supposed free-
dom since Hussein's ouster.

Some time after the 2003 invasion,
U.S. soldiers came knocking at Hadi's
door. They arrested him and confis-
cated his radio equipment, even
though he had a valid license allowing
him to own and use it.

He spent a week in jail while an inves-
tigation was conducted. He was freed
"with an apology," he said, but it took
more than a month to get his equip-
ment back. Hadi suspects that some-
one keen "to take revenge" had fin-
gered him as a possible militant, and
had accused him of using the radio
equipment for criminal purposes.

And for eight months last year, Iraqi
officials suspended all amateur radio
activity in the country, citing security
concerns. They feared insurgents
might be using ham radio, local opera-
tors
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said.

The irony was not lost on ham radio
operators, who recalled that even
though their transmissions were sub-
ject to eavesdropping by security
agents under Hussein, it was rare for
them to be taken off the air.

Hadi hopes that now that he is back on
the air, he will be able to persuade oth-
ers to follow. And the message of the
electronics technician transmits loud
and clear: "You can return to ham ra-
dio," he says. "I will even find a sta-
tion for you."

Every Christmas for many years now,
my husband, Noble John Grow,
VE2EQL, of the Karnak Shrine, or-
ganizes an Amateur Radio Communi-
cation link between Santa Claus at the
North Pole and the children of the
Shriners Hospital, Canadian Unit in
Montreal, Quebec.

So, in the morning of December 12,
2007, our Santa Claus, Noble Jerry
Stein, also known as “Ma-jer” the
clown, is the first one to arrive. He is
well known and appreciated by every
one at the hospital. As my husband is a
past Canadian Armed Forces member,
with the 712e Communication Squad-
ron; he includes young reservists from
the Unit. Reservist Tarik El Qarmi and
Shane Farr were this year’s happy vol-
unteers. My husband, John, provides
the amateur radio equipment.

The North Pole station is set up in the
cafeteria solatium area, away from any
patient’s prying eyes. The radios are
installed and then testing is performed
to insure a proper two-way communi-
cation contact. The second radio is set
up in the Child Life Department. The
moment comes to start the activities.
With “Elf Tarik”, I head on to the
Child Life room, which is filled with
waiting children. With anticipation, the
children greeted us with smiles and
sparkling eyes.

The activities start by a call to the
Shriners Hospital from “RADIO
SANTA NORTH POLE”. After a few

repetitive tries, the hospital responds:
“RADIO STATION SANTA, THIS IS
THE SHRINERS HOSPITAL IN
MONTREAL. ELF TARIK AT THE
COMS?”, is responded, and so the link
1s established. Elf Shane, of the North
Pole, provides a visual update of the
activities at the North Pole, to the ex-
ited children...”Santa is busy exercis-
ing the reindeers, and will be on the air
shortly... Weather conditions here are
fair...and many transport planes are
arriving with materials for the work-
shop”, provides Elf Shane. By radio,
from the cafeteria, Santa Claus trans-
mits his joyful HO! HO! HO! Now it
is his turn to talk to the children.

One child comes from Newfoundland!
He has been waiting for a long time to
be able to communicate with Santa
who asks him if he has been a good
boy? ...Of course! He is always a good
boy and while his parents are listening
attentively, he tells Santa of all the pre-
sents that he would like to receive for
Christmas.

Then, it is the turn of a young girl
from Ontario. Strangely though, as it
may seem at first, she does not want to
talk to Santa “Ma-jer”, however, Santa
engages her and asks her what she
would like for Christmas? She re-
sponds with a puzzling answer: She
does not want anything for herself but
instead, if Santa would send a house
for everyone of her family to live in at
the same time, since they are poor.
Taken aback by this request, Santa
“Ma-jer” is stunned. Seeking divine
inspiration, even for him, the seconds
stretch, seemingly, into eternity...How
would he keep the hope of this child
alive? “GOOD THINGS HAPPEN
TO GOOD PEOPLE” He replies
kindly...”But for yourself, what would
you like for Christmas?”” The youth
answers:” Anything would be just
fine”. Santa “Ma-jer”, with a teary eye
was moved by the child’s request,
thinking that if it would be answered,
the family would finally be able to
share a meal all together at the dining
room table, especially for Christmas.
The little boy from Newfoundland
wants to talk to Santa again. He re-
counted his adventure of last evening
at the Bell Center, the hockey game,
his ride on the “zamboni”... Santa
“Ma-jer” listens attentively.

As the day progressed, my helper “Elf
Tarik” and I ventured to the Day
Clinic. Santa “Ma-jer”, continued to
listen to the children’s requests. At
first, they are shy to speak in the mi-
crophone, but after a few words, they
are comfortable...

So, we finished talking with all the
children available, and then headed on
to the solarium to join Santa “Ma-jer”
and “Elf Shane”. We exchanged our
impressions of the day, as we are all
happy with the experience. Santa “Ma-
jer”, our helpers Elf Tarik, EIf Shane
and myself, completed a magical event
for the children. It is richness for the
Shriners community and for every one,
to have volunteers to keep the chil-
dren’s heart, spontaneity and hope
alive.

In December 2008, hopefully, we will
meet again to bring happiness to
awaiting children of the Montreal
Shriners Hospital.

Suzanne Thauvette VE2SZN
CRA Kartem ARC VA2KSC

wWww.qrz.com/va2ksc

Special event stations will be on the air
Saturday, April 26 (UTC), to

mark International Marconi Day
(IMD), a 24-hour Amateur Radio
eventcommemorating the birth of
wireless pioneer Guglielmo Marconi
on April 25, 1874.

Participants can qualify for awards by
making contacts on 160 through 10
meters (CW, SSB and digital) with
designated IMD stations operating on
or near a site where Marconi carried
out experiments or where Marconi
equipment was used prior to his death
in 1937. The sponsoring Cornish
Radio Amateur Club (CRAC) will op-
erate GB4IMD from Pendennis Castle,
Falmouth, Cornwall,
<http://www.gb4imd.org.uk/awar

dstns.htm>.
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VA2YQ

VA2RJC

NICHOLAS - VE2WPT, GARY - JOHN - VE2EQL
VA2GDS

JANUSZ - VE2ZHP, GREG - VE2GIW WALLY - VE2AGK
GEORGE - VE2NGH, BARNABY -
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PO Box 67063-Lemoyne
St-Lambert, Quebec

RADIO H.F. J4R 278

tel/fax :450-671-3773
sans frais - toll free in Canada
1-800-463-3773
email : info@radiohf.ca
Web: http://www.radiohf.ca

Specialists in shortwave radio, scanners, amateur
radio, FRS/GMS, CB radio, antennas, accessories

a1

Les spécialistes en radio ondes courtes, balayeurs
d'ondes, radio-amateur, dispositifs radio domes-
tiques (DRD/GMS), la bande publique (CB), anten-

SHORTWAVE & AM/FM RADIOS / RADIOS ONDES COURTES & AM/FM
A.O.R., ALINCO, GRUNDIG/ETON, ICOM, JRC, S.G.C., YAESU

SCANNERS / BALAYEURS D'ONDES
A.O.R., ALINCO, ICOM, UNIDEN/BEARCAT, WINRADIO

AMATEUR RADIO / RADIO-AMATEUR
ALINCO, ICOM, KENWOOD, RANGER, S.G.C., YAESU

CITIZENS BAND (CB) / BANDE PUBLIQUE (CB)
ASTATIC, COBRA, GALAXY, K40, MACO, PARADYNAMICS, RANGER, ROAD NOISE, SHAKE-
SPEARE, SOLARCON/ANTRON, UNIDEN, VALOR/PRO-AM, WILSON, WORKMAN

FRS & GMRS TWO WAY RADIOS / FRS ET GMRS PORTATIFS UHF
COBRA, GARMIN, ICOM, MOTOROLA

ANTENNAS / ANTENNES
ALPHA DELTA, ARROW, BUTTERNUT, COMET, COMPROD, CUBEX, CUSHCRAFT, DIAMOND,
FIRESTICK, FORCE 12, HUSTLER, HYGAIN, ISOTRON, LARSEN, MALDOL, MFJ,
MIRACLE ANTENNA, OUTBACKER, PRYME, RADIOWAVZ, TENNADYNE,
VALOR/PRO-AM, WORKMAN

SPECIALTY PRODUCTS / PRODUITS SPECIALISES
AMERITRON, ASTRON, BENCHER, CONNECT QUICK, DAIWA, D.C.I., GARMIN, GEOCRON,
HEIL, KANTRONICS, KIWA ELECTRONICS, L.D.G., MAGELLAN, MAHA, MFJ, MIRAGE, NYE VI-
KING, OPTOELECTRONICS, OREGON SCIENTIFIC, PALOMAR, PALSTAR,
PRYME, RF CONCEPTS, R.F. SYSTEMS, RIGBLASTER, S.G.C., TIMEWAVE, UNADILLA,
VECTRONICS, VIBROPLEX, WEST MOUNTAIN RADIO

PUBLICATIONS / PUBLICATIONS
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE (ARRL), ARTSCI, BAYLIN PUBLICATIONS, BILLBOARD
(WRTH), CQ, CRB, HIGHTEXT, IBS (PASSPORT), KLINGENFUSS, KRAUSE, LOOMPANICS, NA-
TIONAL RADIO CLUB, RADIO SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN, RADIO AMATEUR CALLBOOK, RA-
DIO AMATEURS DU QUEBEC, SCHIFFER BOOKS, SONORAN, TAB, TIARE

NATURE BOOKS / LIVRES DE LA NATURE
SIBLEY GUIDES, PETERSON FIELD GUIDES, NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY
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